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STATE OF MARYLAND
CRITICAL AREA COMMISSION
CHESAPEAKE AND ATLANTIC COASTAL BAYS
1804 West Street, Suite 10'0: Annapolis. Marvland 21401
(410) 260-3460 Fax: (410) 974-5338
www.dnr.state.md.us/criticalarea/

Cecil County Department of Planning and Zoning

129 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921

RE: Subdivision: Edwin B Fockler; Greenback Road
TM 35 Block 10 Parcel 130

Dear Ms. Stiffler:

Thank you for providing revised information regarding the above referenced subdivision. The
applicant is seeking to create a single lot of 2.23 acres located in the Resource Conservation Area
(RCA) to convey as an intra-family transfer. The original parcel is 19.7 acres in size, of which 13.2

acres is in the RCA.

Based on the information provided I have the following comments:

1. A set of notes addressing the forest clearing requirements should be added to the plat. The
entire 13.2 acres within the RCA is forested, thus the ultimate clearing restriction of 30% is

1.98 acres. The proposed clearing is 0.78 acres on the 2.23 acre lot leaving 1.2 acres available
for additional clearing on the parcel.

2. Based upon my review of aerial imagery for the site, it appears the area is entirely forested and
part of a large block of forest that may qualify as Forest Interior Dwelling Species (FIDS)
habitat. The parcel must be reviewed by DNR Wildlife and Heritage to determine whether -
FIDS habitat is present. Please forward a copy of the response letter to this office.

3. IfFIDS habitat is present, the applicant must follow the site design guidelines found within the
Commission’s guidance paper, A Guide to the Conservation of Forest Interior Dwelling Birds

in the Chesapeake Bay:Critical Area. Additionally, the applicant must submit a copy of the
completed FIDS mitigation worksheet found within the Guidance Document to determine the
amount of mitigation required. Mitigation requirements are reduced when the applicant
follows all of the guidelines recommended by DNR Wildlife and Heritage and the Critical Area

- Commission.
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4. Given the above, I do not believe it is appropriate at this time to proceed with the proposed
Forest Retention Area shown as this may not satisfy the necessary forest mitigation.

5. Note #10 should be revised to include a statement that the lot is being created under the Intra-
family Transfer Provisions of Cecil County Zoning Code Section 193.4.b.

6. Note #16 should be revised to include the impervious surface limit of 15% or 14,576 square
feet.

7. Note #17 should be revised to state no disturbance shall occur within the Buffer without an
approved variance and an approved buffer management plan.

This office would like to state that the intent of the Critical Area Law and Criteria in relation to
forested areas is to ensure no net forest loss. Thus, this office does not believe it is appropriate to
proffer forest retention areas within the RCA for clearing in excess of the 30% limit. This does not
provide for replacement of forest areas as is required to meet the no-net loss goal. While Section
200.6.b(1) allows the Planning Commission or Office of Planning and Zoning to modify the forest
replacement requirements, this is only for properly grandfathered lots. There are no provisions within
the Cecil County Zoning Code to allow this to occur in the creation of new lots.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. If you have any questions, please contact me at
410-260-3475.

Sincerely,

At dthwmdt

Kate Schmidt |

Natural Resource Planner
CE 321-06
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CRITICAL AREA COMMISSION
CHESAPEAKE AND ATLANTIC COASTAL BAYS
1804 West Street, Suite 100, Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(410) 260-3460 Fax: (410) 974-5338
‘www.dnr.state.md.us/criticalarea/

May 30, 2006

Ms. Amanda Gordon :
Cecil County Department of Planning and Zoning
129 East Main Street

Elkton, MD 21921

RE:  Subdivision: Edwin B Fockler; Greenback Road
TM 35 Block 10 Parcel 130

Dear Ms. Gordon:

Thank you for providing information regarding the above referenced subdivision. The
applicant is seeking to create a single lot of 2.23 acres located in the Resource
Conservation Area (RCA) to convey as an intra-family transfer. The original parcel is
19.7 acres in size, of which 13.2 acres is in the RCA.

Based on the information provided I have the following comments:

e Information regarding the percent of existing forest and the amount of proposed
forest clearing was not provided. The applicant must follow the guidelines found
in Cecil County Zoning Code Section 200.6 to create or protect forest and
developed woodlands. A site with less than 15% forest cover shall be afforested
to meet 15% forest cover. Proposed clearing of existing forest vegetation must be
replaced at the appropriate ratio based on amount cleared. I recommend a note be
added to the plat addressing this issue.

A note should be added to the plat regarding the following Critical Area
guidelines; no disturbance will take place in the Buffer without a variance,
impervious surface coverage is limited to 15% of the site.

Is there an existing dwelling unit in the Critical Area on the remaining parcel?
Based upon Somerset Zoning Code Section 193.4(b) the applicant is allowed 3°
lots under intra-family transfer, which may contain 1 dwelling unit each. A note
should be added to the plat stating the remaining number of development rights
allowed under intra-family transfer.
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. If you have any questions, please
contact me at 410-260-3475.

Sincerely,

Kate Schmidt

Natural Resource Planner
CE 321-06
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